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Have questions about plants, soils, pests, and
beneficial insects? Contact your local Master
Gardener program. mg.ucanr.edu/FindUs
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To keep trees healthy and prevent
infestation by harmful pests, give
them the water they need.

Water trees less frequently than lawn and
shrubs. Young trees need 5 gallons of water
2-4 times a week for their first summer.

As the tree grows, water less frequently.
Mature trees need water 1-2 times a month
around the drip-line.

Apply water slowly near the edge of the

tree canopy, not at the base of the trunk.
Add mulch; 4 to 6 inches of

wood chip or bark mulch

around your tree keeps
the soil moist, reducing
how much water the
tree needs.
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How can | tell if my tree is not
getting enough water?

Look for wilting or dropping leaves; this may
mean the tree is not getting enough water.
Although, it could also mean the tree is
getting too much water. Check soil moisture

with a water meter or by digging 8-12 inches
deep with a large screwdriver or spade. Since
over-watering also can kill trees, allow the
soil to dry out before watering again.
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Encourage
Natural
Gardeners

Landscape with native and other water-
wise plants to attract beneficial insects.
Aphids, cutworms, mealybugs, and other

pests prey on your vegetables and flowers.

Don’t fight this battle alone; ladybugs,
praying mantises, ground beetles, and
other beneficial insects control pests.
Attract these natural gardeners by using
native and other water-wise flowering
plants in your garden.

Citrus Trees are

Under Attack

Citrus greening disease, also known
as huanglongbing or HLB, is spread
by the Asian citrus psyllid, a tiny,
mottled brown insect about the size
of an aphid that feeds on the sap

of citrus leaves. The presence of
one sick tree in your area could
potentially infect other nearby
trees. Never transport citrus trees
into or out of a quarantine zone.

For more information, go to
CaliforniaCitrusThreat.org.

Asian citrus psyllid

LOOK OUT!
They hide under leaves
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